THE CHILDREN OF KORAH
Introduction
1) Numbers 26:1-11 – the second census of the families of Israel in the wilderness
2) “Nevertheless the children of Korah did not die” (v. 11)

a) What is the significance of this small detail in the middle of this census listing?

3) We must begin with the story of Korah to learn the important lessons about his children

I) The Rebellion of Korah (Numbers 16:1-35)

A) Korah is joined by Dathan, Abiram, and On, along with 250 leading men of Israel, to challenge the leadership authority of Moses and Aaron (vv. 1-3)


1) Korah’s family (Ex. 6:16-24 – descendant of Levi, cousin of Moses, had three sons)


2) Dathan, Abiriam, and On are Reubenites (Reuben was the oldest son of Jacob)

B) Moses accuses them of rebellion against God (vv. 4-15)


1) They were dissatisfied with God’s way and wanted to go beyond the authorized pattern

C) God punishes Korah, Dathan, and Abiram by swallowing them into the earth (vv. 16-35)



1) God swallows up their tents – households and goods (v. 32)



2) Dathan and Abiram’s families stood with them, and died (v. 27)



3) No mention of Korah’s family standing with him at his tent!


4) Later we read that “the children of Korah did not die” (26:11) – important detail!


D) Why did they “not die”? – Not standing at the tent with their father!


1) Most likely a conscious choice on their part – a life-changing choice at a critical time!
II) Lessons from the Children of Korah


A) Young people can learn to make important, informed, spiritual decisions


1) Learn from godly parents and other influential adults (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:10)


2) Understand right from wrong, and then gather the courage to make difficult choices (2 Tim. 2:22; 1 Tim. 5:22; cf. Gen. 39:7-12)



3) Put God first in life, and remember that God will judge (Eccl. 11:9-12:1)



4) Children of Korah made an important, life-changing decision – are you willing to make the important decisions of right and wrong, no matter what?


B) Doing what is right can set one in opposition to his family members and friends



1) False beliefs of family and friends do not change the truth of God (Matt. 10:37)



2) One can recognize the sins of parents and choose not to follow bad example (Ezek. 18:14)



3) Should never refuse to obey gospel just because it would say that family or friends are lost – no honor in being lost with loved ones (cf. Lk. 16:27-31; Psa. 84:10)



4) Should the children of Korah have lost their soul for their father? How about you?


C) Our good decisions can affect much good for future generations


1) Coming generations can be set on the right paths by our good decisions (Deut. 4:9)



2) The children of Korah left an important legacy



a) Samuel, the great judge and prophet of Israel (1 Chron. 6:33-37)




b) Singers, instrument players, doorkeepers (1 Chron. 6:33; 15:16-17; 25:1; 9:19)




c) Inspired psalms from the “sons [descendants] of Korah” (Psa. 42-49, 84-85, 87-88)

Conclusion

The children of Korah survived because they did not join with their evil father. Loyalty to God must come first if we are to have a home in heaven (Matt. 6:33). Are you willing to stand for Christ, even if you must leave family and friends to do so? Join the family of God!
